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DATE:   October 17, 2024 
   
TO:  Elementary Principals and Vice-Principals 
   
FROM:  Jason Alexander, Executive Officer, Human Resource Services and Staff Well-Being 
   
RE:  UPDATE: DECEs and Professional Learning 
   

Please share with your School DECEs 

Background 
As part of central bargaining, the Designated Early Childhood Educator (DECE) employee group is eligible 
to access funding to support professional learning through to August 2026. The professional learning, or 
resources to engage in learning, are directed by the DECE.  
  
Professional Learning  
These funds are intended for self-directed, professional learning with examples below, and other 
options can be proposed for approval by Lisa Kiriakopoulos, Manager Early Years. 

• Registration fees for conferences, workshops, courses;  
• Pre-approved release time for professional development/learning (e.g., classroom visits, group 

study/collaboration, conferences, workshops, courses);  
• Membership at Affiliated Services for Children and Youth (ASCY); and 
• Purchase of books or media for the purpose of professional development/learning. 

 
The Program team has been helpful in putting together some suggested resources for DECE to consider 
for their professional learning.   
 

• Sound Bites – updated through an equity lens 
• Book lists for Literacy, Math, Indigenous Education, Self-Regulation, Play, Inquiry, 

Documentation, Classroom Management, and Outdoor Education  
 
Request for reimbursement may be up to $250.00 per person.  This amount will be reviewed in the new 
year with any changes to the amounts communicated at that time.    
  
Process  
The process to access funds includes the completion of the Microsoft Forms document, 
https://forms.office.com/r/t0FQBPc2pz.  The form is to be completed by the DECE.  Details of the 
funding requests process are included on the form. Approval is required prior to the expense being 
incurred.   
  
Questions  
Designate Early Childhood Educators can contact Tamara DuFour, DECE Local President, or Lisa 
Kiriakopoulos, Manager Early Years, with any questions.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2Ft0FQBPc2pz&data=05%7C02%7Cdrutherf%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C6fa9e59e11074ea3fc5b08dc8575327d%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638531985657787745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wTHcFb%2F6EMGPlEmEsEFSJh25xPUPLAgdRDaj%2By3NbsQ%3D&reserved=0


Professional Resources for Kindergarten Educators 

Topic Area Title of Resource Author 
Indigenous 
Education 
 

Natural Curiosity : A Resource for 
Educators 

Doug Anderson, Julie Comay 
& Lorraine Chiarotto 

Self-Regulation Calm, Alert, and Learning 
Classroom Strategies for Self-
Regulation 
 

Stuart Shanker 

Self-Reg : How to Help Your Child (and 
You) Break the Stress Cycle 
 

Stuart Shanker 

Literacy Strive for Five Conversations : A 
Framework for Comprehension & 
Literacy 

Tricia Zucker & Sonia Cabell  

Big Words for Young Readers : 
Teaching Kids in Grades K to 5 to 
Decode and Understand Words with 
Multiple Syllables and Morphemes 
   

Heidi Anne Mesmer 
 

Shifting the Balance K-2 : 6 Ways to 
Bring the Science of Reading into the 
Balanced Literacy Classroom 
  

Jan Burkins & Kari Yates 
 

The Literacy 50 : Handbook for 
Teachers 
  

Melissa Loftus & Lori 
Sappington 
 

Choosing and Using Decodable Texts 
Practical Tips and Strategies for 
Enhancing Phonics Instruction 
  

Wiley Blevins 
 

The Writing Revolution : A Guide to 
Advancing Thinking Through Writing in 
All Subjects and Grades 
  

Judith Hockman & Natalie 
Wexler 
 

Reading Above the Fray : Reliable, 
Research-Based Routines for 
Developing Decoding Skills 
 

Julia Lindsey 
 

7 Mighty Moves : Research-Backed, 
Classroom-Tested Strategies   
 

Lindsay Kemeny 

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/englishbook
https://www.amazon.ca/Calm-Alert-Learning-Strategies-Self-Regulation/dp/0132927136
https://www.amazon.ca/Self-Reg-Child-Stress-Successfully-Engage/dp/0143191578/ref=pd_lpo_sccl_1/144-8516554-8632567?pd_rd_w=Nd91r&content-id=amzn1.sym.d3f44101-6e04-446e-916c-a6ec5616982b&pf_rd_p=d3f44101-6e04-446e-916c-a6ec5616982b&pf_rd_r=11HWHQQVCKQQ4H2CJG8B&pd_rd_wg=BIOQq&pd_rd_r=484f88ab-ea80-4d58-954d-3d03046e44d7&pd_rd_i=0143191578&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Strive-Five-Conversations-Accelerate-Comprehension/dp/1546113886
https://www.amazon.ca/Big-Words-Young-Readers-Understand_Words/dp/154611386X
https://www.amazon.ca/Shifting-Balance-Balanced-Literacy-Classroom/dp/1625315104
https://www.amazon.ca/Literacy-50-Handbook-Teachers-Real-World/dp/1546121862
https://www.amazon.ca/Choosing-Using-Decodable-Texts-Instruction/dp/1338714635
https://www.amazon.ca/Writing-Revolution-Advancing-Thinking-Subjects/dp/1119364914
https://www.amazon.ca/Reading-Above-Fray-Research-Based-Developing/dp/133882872X
https://www.amazon.ca/Mighty-Moves-Research-Backed-Classroom-Tested-Strategies/dp/1339012081


Math Messy Maths : A playful, outdoor 
approach for early years 
 

Juliet Robertson 

Beyond 1,2,3 : Strengthening Early 
Mathematics Education 
 

Alexandra Youmans & Lynda 
Colgan  

Embracing Math: Cultivating a 
Mindset for Exploring & Learning 
 

Deanna Pecaski McLennan 

Joyful Math : Invitations to Play and 
Explore in the Early Childhood 
Classroom 
 

Deanna Pecaski McLennan 
 

Play The Gift of Playful Learning : A Guide 
for Educators 
 

Nadia Kenisha Bynoe & 
Angelique Thompson  

Loose Parts 4: Inspiring 21st Century 
Learning 
 

Miriam Beloglovsky 

Purposeful Play : A Teacher's Guide to 
Igniting Deep and Joyful Learning 
Across the Day 
 

Alison Porcelli, Cheryl Tyler, 
& Kristine Mraz  

Inquiry From Children’s Interests to 
Children’s Thinking : Using a Cycle of 
Inquiry to Plan Curriculum 
 

Jane Tingle Broderick & Seong 
Bock Hong 
 

THINQ Inquiry-based learning in 
Kindergarten Classrooms 
 

Jill Colyer, Joan Reimer, 
Deborah Watters & Jennifer 
Watt  

Inquiry-Based Early Learning 
Environments : Creating Supporting 
and Collaborating 
 

Susan Stacey 

Partnerships Building & Enriching Partnerships in 
Kindergarten 
 

ETFO 

Documentation Pedagogical Documentation in Early 
Childhood 
 

Susan Stacey 

Classroom 
Management 

Beyond Behaviour Management : The 
Six Life Skills Children Need 
 

Jenna Bilmes 

https://www.amazon.ca/Messy-Maths-Playful-Outdoor-Approach/dp/1781352666
https://www.amazon.ca/Beyond-Strengthening-Early-Mathematics-Education/dp/1773384058/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PR71W2U6B8DL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kyKUGRGDwun6L2VfbJagLgv9VRBiDU6GnnXuWJxm21P4KTmUbzfG0o71Ary0KgrD-y-imUpHLpJo3p-_Rh8AqYYYlbhuiaT5W-EQzEFJM3sb_SeqYPfwhVm8rkafZwUZVIekrGcwUi15va6Xs2vySZHjZDdf66wdUthOktTjHgNY_Khj8lanMutNOBF83US0tjeti2WRr7_ZdqxFK4_L6vMbyeUoFNDS3oVb8XP8Jbc.eFeAc9yRZK0xjrOu_wDq-A9L-HhxXoj1yiAl2O_BHMw&dib_tag=se&keywords=beyond+1%2C2%2C3&qid=1727449894&s=books&sprefix=beyond+1%2C2%2C3%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Embracing-Math-Cultivating-Exploring-Learning/dp/1938113659/ref=sr_1_1?crid=B7X0I5Q6RTZQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.klSYIG3gY230frUHAyA8VnTkZk7nExyWcdIqPo_cUMt1ttTmL1z1GXuKDC5q3Ywg26ZdL6dLPW6X_ydgWGu8jQu0K85shAIjKRA8urR_LoMsBoCbQxvXxa2SZf-zUopkaCWolWDrc7uUGwXtBHxv4TRvrM4wBdV9jkUPT1rBU1nPsWSz3RMGfoBBokut7yOMGwmvHNzmPqLx60fclCJwSx-eG8-7bzmf-LxGp3D9SMA.J7kC14knSh9CBDartzu6SP__f2cbzH8nmbWEqbxIq60&dib_tag=se&keywords=embracing+math&qid=1727450105&s=books&sprefix=embracing+math%2Cstripbooks%2C64&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Joyful-Math-Invitations-Childhood-Classroom/dp/162531325X/ref=sr_1_11?crid=39SAIL5Y8TGHY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MlHQ110mnaueMpQ_f_LPnSReGnP3wOLtZdnTC8efCX6h-FcGyCslhnh7YM1tBHgR6tILIKNoGiq0a5oeO_5KFO0lzOQPLoBDnWRdvL3JopS7kdjlmUVx_Gsch670LCJatmbZs1ysxAukTIPt5-BfRbFr7IP7qhY1jzPXWNydlmXU4iXKDdwvK2aYSpRLEmrOAMGiB1PJKL6KICw6uzFeFQpxHHdzSlSIxAiBQtNVAfQWu1dIamagZaXPk-0CA3uGRN3yxFiIqzzIevSh60MMdpnoUnxfVd5ox3eSMtDczpw.CCyiG9DHwF0hSK72licpP9PWdy6rgTA4-JHbtWpVdcE&dib_tag=se&keywords=deanna+pecaski+mclennan&qid=1727450162&sprefix=deanna+pec%2Caps%2C71&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.ca/Gift-Playful-Learning-Guide-Educators/dp/1087649072
https://www.amazon.ca/Loose-Parts-Inspiring-21st-Century-Learning/dp/1605545899
https://www.amazon.ca/Purposeful-Play-Teachers-Igniting-Learning/dp/0325077886
https://www.amazon.ca/Childrens-Interests-Thinking-Inquiry-Curriculum/dp/1938113632
https://www.amazon.ca/Childrens-Interests-Thinking-Inquiry-Curriculum/dp/1938113632
https://www.amazon.ca/THINQ-Kindergarten-Inquiry-Based-Incorporate-inquiry-based/dp/B0D47DRZ7Z
https://www.amazon.ca/Inquiry-Based-Early-Learning-Environments-Collaborating/dp/1605545813
https://www.amazon.ca/Inquiry-Based-Early-Learning-Environments-Collaborating/dp/1605545813
https://shop.etfo.ca/collections/resources/products/building-and-enriching-partnerships-in-kindergarten
https://shop.etfo.ca/collections/resources/products/building-and-enriching-partnerships-in-kindergarten
https://www.amazon.ca/Pedagogical-Documentation-Early-Childhood-Childrens-dp-1605548030/dp/1605548030/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
https://www.amazon.ca/Beyond-Behavior-Management-Skills-Children/dp/1605540730


Outdoor 
Education 

The Walking Curriculum for the Early 
Years 
 

Michelle McKay & Klara 
Redford 

 

https://outdoorlearning.com/product/a-walking-curriculum-for-the-early-years/
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